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On a division the Government was defeated by 264 to 252.
It had been already understood in the debate that the question
was one of life and death for the administration.
1236   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
ITelegram]                                                         june ^ l885.
Humble duty in consequence of last night's division Mr. Glad-
stone writes on the part of his colleagues and himself humbly
tendering resignation.
1237                 Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                    [BALMORAL] gth June. 1885.
I have received your cipher telegram ; but in order to form
judgment on the situation I shall await arrival of your letter.
If however you think time presses, I am ready to receive you here
at once.
1238   (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
[Telegram]                                                         June 9. 1885.
With humble duty I am doubtful whether I can add much to
Your Majesty's means of judgment but should my opinion be
required I believe I could give it best from hence with opportunity
of any needful consultation. Am very desirous to avoid journey to
a great distance especially because iny time and attention will be
so constantly required in proceeding to evacuate rapidly this
house after five years without having any other ready to receive
me. Believe Your Majesty's presence in the south at some early
date will be anxiously desired.
1239  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 658.)
June 9. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty and,
in consequence of the division last night in the House of Commons,
by which the House refused to grant supplies necessary to meet
War charges that it had sanctioned, he has to report that Your
Majesty's servants, assembled in Cabinet today, feel they have no
alternative but humbly and dutifully to tender to Your Majesty